



Word Work Strategies and Games

· Important points to remember for each spelling strategy or game:

-   the VAT method refers to using  Visual, Auditory and Kinesthetic/Tactile

sensations.  This is a metacognitive process and differentiates between

“unconscious” and more “conscious” learning.  The student becomes a more active learner and they are encouraged to use this method each time they spell a word.
-  this method of active learning helps the brain learn to spell a word more quickly

-  encourage students to always print neatly and make the correct formation

of letters; you may need to use your hand over their hand to guide them

· it is also important to focus on only six – eight words per 10 minutes

STRATEGIES or GAMES TO STUDY THE WORDS

1. Rainbow Spelling: (paper, crayons, pencil crayons, or markers)
a) randomly print each of the weekly spelling words all over a page of paper
b) make sure the words are spread out on the paper 
c) trace each word using the VAT method with 5 different colours
2.  Vowel Power: (paper, two different coloured markers, crayons etc.)
    a) Students write the consonants in one colour and the vowels in a different colour.
3. Build a Word: (paper, pencils)

a) build the word by printing on one line the first letter, use VAT method

b) on the next line  print the first and second letter

c) then on the third line the first, second and third letters

d) continue until the word is completed

ex. word -   with



w





wi



wit



with
4. Word Study Sheets: (worksheet attached, pencil or pen)

a) follow steps on the sheet and use VAT method

5. Vocabulary City:  A website on our blog with our weekly units posted for the students to practice.

6. Make It:  (use scrabble letters, foam letters, magnetic letters if you have them)

a) Students build the word with letters
b) As they are building the word they say it aloud using the VAT method
7. Remove It: (paper, pencil)

a) write the entire spelling word on  paper

b) write the word again removing only the last letter of the word and replacing it with a line (use the VAT method)

c) continue until all the letters in the word are replaced with a line

ex.  lastly

       lastl_

  
       last_ _

          las_ _ _

          la_ _ _ _

          l_ _ _ _ _

           _ _ _ _ _ _​

Below are other strategies your child can use to help them learn their weekly unit words. 
8. Trace and Erase:  (cake pan filled with rice, sand or flour))

a) print one word at a time in the sand; be sure to print large (use VAT method) 

b) erase the word

c) repeat with a new word from your weekly list
9. Configurations: (paper folded into four squares, yellow crayons, pencil)

a) print one word per box and trace the shape of the word

b) lightly shade the shape of the box with a yellow crayon
10. Keyboards: (computer or iPad)

a) Have your child type their words on the computer or iPad, still using the VAT method as they type each word.

